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SUBJECT: U.S.-JAPANESE CONSULTATIONS ON LATIN AMERICA 

REF: SAN JOSE 3682 

EMBASSY IS HAPPY TO NOTE THAT LATIN AMERICA PLANNING 
TALKS ANTICIPATE DISCUSSING SEVERAL U.S.-JAPAN TRADE, 

AID AND INVESTMENT QUESTIONS. WE HAVE FELT THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE ROOM FOR CLOSER DISCUSSION OF SUCH ISSUES 
AT APPROPRIATE LEVELS IN TOKYO, WASHINGTON AND AT 
LATIN AMERICAN POSTS. WE WONDER, THOUGH, WHETHER IT 
WILL BE USEFUL TO DISCUSS IN THIS FORUM SPECIFIC CASES 
LIKE THE BORUCA PROJECT (IF BORUCA IS TO BE RAISED 
FORMALLY, JAPANESE SIDE CERTAINLY SHOULD BE ALERTED). 

IT STRIKES US THAT PLANNING TALKS MIGHT MORE FEASIBLY 
CONCENTRATE ON DISCUSSING PROCEDURES FOR EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION AND VIEWS ABOUT FUTURE COLLABORATION 
WHICH MIGHT HAVE AS ITS AIM REDUCTION OF DESTRUCTIVE 
COMPETITION IN TRADE, INVESTMENT AND AID. JAPANESE 
PARTICIPATION IN BORUCA PROJECT COULD, OF COURSE BE 
RAISED INFORMALLY, SEPARATELY FROM AGENDA. 
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